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The governing Asociacion Nacional Republicana (ANR, Partido Colorado), in power since 1947, is
fighting to keep its hold on power in the April 27 presidential elections. Meanwhile, the Senate has
begun impeachment proceedings against President Luis Gonzalez Macchi. Paraguayans will go to
the polls April 27 to choose a president, vice president, 17 governors, the departmental councils, and
the bicameral Congress.
The Colorado candidate, Nicanor Duarte Frutos, can count on extensive organizational resources of
the party, which has developed a disciplined and loyal base, in his efforts to win the election. He has
just three months to consolidate his image, erase any possible negative backlash from association
with the questioned government of Gonzalez Macchi, and build on his base of 1.5 million party
members before voters head to the polls.
"While the chaotic situation in Paraguay is attributed principally to the Partido Colorado's
leadership and presence in the government, it is also true that the party maintains its standing
through a disciplined and fanatical electorate," said political analyst and journalist Carlos Martini.
Martini also said that, when the stakes are high, the Colorados usually are able to unite, even if
briefly, and the opposition will have to forge important alliances "if it wants to defeat this colossus."
The electoral process began Dec. 15 with the primaries for the Partido Liberal Radical Autentico
(PLRA), which elected Julio Cesar Franco, and the Partido Encuentro Nacional (PEN), allied with
the government and formerly the third- largest political group in the country, which elected former
minister of justice and labor Diego Abente Brun. The Partido Colorado elected Nicanor Duarte
Frutos Dec. 22 in a contest fraught with charges of fraud and where the official count was not known
until Jan. 6. Duarte Frutos, former minister of education and culture in the governments of Juan
Carlos Wasmosy (1993-1998) and President Gonzales Macchi, defeated seven other aspirants for the
Colorado nomination. Osvaldo Dominguez Dibb, who came in second, threatened to go to court
alleging fraud in the primary.
On Jan. 10, Dominguez urged his followers to get rid of the government by force after the
electoral officials declared him the loser in the primary. Dominguez Dibb said the Movimiento de
Reconciliacion Colorado (MRC) faction, led by Frutos, fabricated the voting results. Dominguez,
who led the Coordinadora Colorada Campesina (CCC) faction, said that 100,000 votes were being
challenged. The official results gave Duarte 268,920 votes (46.1%) to Dominguez's 207,583 (35.65%).
"Constitutionally, we have the backing for a reaction by force faced with an xx usurper such as the
government that presently runs Paraguay," said Dominguez to a group of followers. He called the
results "robbery" and said that in the coming days there would be a massive demonstration by his
supporters.
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The Colorados most formidable opponent is the PLRA's Franco, who was elected vice president in
a special election in 2000. He resigned as vice president Oct. 16 to run for president (see NotiSur,
2002-10-25). Franco will need the support of other key groups, such as the Union Nacional de
Ciudadanos Eticos (UNACE), a breakaway faction of the Partido Colorado headed by former Gen.
Lino Oviedo. UNACE was founded by Oviedo as a faction within the Partido Colorado, but it was
recognized as a separate party in 2002. It is the largest of the "minor" parties and movements, with
164,417 registered members. UNACE was created as a vehicle for Oviedo's ambitions to run for
president.
The Tribunal Electoral ruled on Jan. 14 that Oviedo could not be the UNACE candidate because he
faces a 10-year prison sentence for a 1996 coup attempt (see NotiSur, 1999-03-12). Oviedo lives in
Brazil despite a request by the Paraguayan authorities for his extradition on charges of planning
the assassination of then Vice President Luis Maria Argana in March 1999 and of involvement
in the deaths of seven demonstrators in the days following Argana's assassination (see NotiSur,
1999-04-09). Those events toppled the government of Raul Cubas Grau, and both he and Oviedo fled
the country (see NotiSur, 2002-03-01). Nevertheless, the entire party structure was set up around
Oviedo.
"It is one more chapter in the interminable series of persecutions against us, to prevent our leader
from being the candidate for president," said Sen. Guillermo Sanchez Guffanti, who became the
substitute for Oviedo on the ballot after the Tribunal Superior de Justicia Electoral (TSJE) ratified the
decision to bar Oviedo from the elections.
On Jan. 19, the minority parties and movements held their primaries, which attracted relatively
few voters. Besides Sanchez Guffanti, winners for the minority parties include Tomas Zayas
(Patria Libre) and Teresa Notario (Humanista). Movement candidates include Pedro Fadul (Patria
Querida), Horacio Galeano Perrone (Fuerza Ciudadano), Guillermo Hellmers (Fuerza Democratica
Independiente), and Federico Santos (Frente Amplio Paraguayo). President faces impeachment
Meanwhile, the Senate is proceeding with the impeachment process against Gonzalez Macchi, who
is accused of malfeasance and corruption.
On Jan. 16, the Senate accepted the 25-page impeachment request from the lower house, which
voted on Dec. 5 to charge the president (see NotiSur, 2002-12-13). Senate president Juan Carlos
Galaverna said the accusations include that he knowingly purchased a stolen car and than he
mishandled as much as US$16 million in state funds.
Opposition Deputies Rafael Filizzola and Marcelo Duarte, who led the effort in the lower house, said
the president was guilty of "corruption and common crimes." Gonzalez Macchi said he is innocent
and will present a vigorous defense. He has appointed his brother, a former judge, as his defense
counsel. Filizzola said his hopes for success with the impeachment effort were slim "because the
senators aligned with Gonzalez Macchi will defend him to continue obtaining benefits from the
public coffers." This, he said, would make it difficult to find the two-thirds majority (30 of the 44
Senate seats) needed to impeach the president.
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The hearings began Jan. 23 when the charges were formally presented against the president. The
process is expected to last until mid-February.

-- End --
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